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The One True Gospel 
Galatians 1:1-9 !
Today we are starting a 3 month journey into one of my favorite books in the New 
Testament, written by Saint Paul. Most of you have heard of Paul, but my guess is that 
you don’t know very much about Him. Paul was a missionary who spent most of his 
adult life traveling to proclaim the gospel (the good news about Jesus) and plant new 
churches. After he started a new church, he would continue to supervise the new 
congregation through visiting and writing letters. In fact, these letters are half of the 
New Testament. One of these letters is to the Christian churches in the area of Galatia, 
which is now modern day Turkey. He wrote this letter only 15-20 years after the death 
of Jesus.  !
What I love most about this letter is that it brings us face to face with the gospel, 
which is the central message of Christianity. But as we will see, the gospel message is 
not just for people who don’t have faith. We typically see the gospel as the beginning 
of our faith. The door to enter in. But it is so much more! We never outgrow the 
gospel. It is the A to Z of the Christian life. It is not only the way we enter into God’s 
kingdom, but it the road we walk on every day. And it is through our growing in the 
gospel that God transforms us to become new people.  !
Here we see Paul writing this letter to a church in crisis. Why? Because the message of 
the gospel was in crisis. We’ll discuss why in a little bit. But first, let me give you a 
simple summary of the gospel that Paul preached to them. !
The gospel tells us that we are far more wicked than we ever could imagine, but yet 
we are far more loved and accepted in Christ than we ever could hope. !
It is the good news that through faith in Jesus (and only through faith), we are saved 
from the penalty of sin and death, given new and transformed lives here on earth, and 
the promise that we will spend eternity in God’s presence as his children.  !
But, in Galatia this message was being distorted. There were a group of teachers that 
were now insisting that the new Christians must follow the law of Moses, as the Jewish 
people did. In other words, they were telling the church that they are only accepted by 
God if they follow Jesus and follow the Jewish law. !
So rather than salvation being only by faith in Jesus, it is now “Jesus plus law equals 
salvation.” And here we see a battle that has been going on ever since. There is the 
gospel, and there is religion. The gospel says believe, religion says obey. The gospel 
says rest, religion says work. The gospel gives peace, religion gives guilt. And most 
importantly, as we will see today, the true gospel brings salvation and religion brings 
condemnation. !
Let’s read. !
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READ Galatians 1:1-9 !
What do you notice about Paul’s attitude as he starts his letter? !
If you read carefully, you can feel Paul’s disapproval. He uses very strong language to 
express shock, or even anger at the churches in Galatia. Especially when compared to 
his other letters, where he almost always begins with a a greeting, and then expresses 
thanksgiving to God for those he is writing to. Here, however, Paul simply says in verse 
6: “I am astonished!” !
First, he is astonished that these new Christians are following a different message than 
what he taught them. Second, he is directly angry at the people who are misleading 
the church. “They are subverting the gospel” according to Paul, and he declares that 
they should be condemned for it.  !
Why so serious? Because the message that the outsiders are proclaiming, and that the 
new believers are now following, is a complete repudiation of everything Paul has been 
teaching them!  !
And so Paul reminds the Galatian Christians of the divine message of the gospel. In his 
opening of the letter he gives them a quick, but complete outline of the gospel 
message. !
“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave 
himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our 
God and Father, to whom be the glory forever and ever.” 3-4 
  
Here he gives us three important reminders, which tell us the essential truths of the 
gospel. !
- Who we are 
- What Jesus Did 
- Why God did it !
Who we are 
Simply, we are helpless and lost. That is what the word “delivered” (sottrarci) tells us in 
verse four. In the original language it literally means “rescued”. This was the principle 
reason Jesus came. Not to teach. Not to be an example. To be a rescuer. Most people 
think that being a Christian means you are primarily a person who follows Jesus’s 
teaching and example. But Paul implies that this is impossible. After all, you don’t 
rescue someone unless they are completely helpless and lost.  !
Imagine you see a drowning women. It won’t help her at all if you just throw her a 
manual on how to swim. You don’t give her some teaching, or jump in to show her an 
example of how to swim. You throw her a rope. You jump in and save her. Paul is 
showing us in verse 4 that Jesus is not so much of a teach, as he is a rescuer. Because 
that is what we need the most.  
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!
What Jesus did 
So how did he rescue us? Paul says he saved us because he “gave himself for our sins.” 
He made a sacrifice which was substitutionary by nature. The word “for” here means 
“in place of.” Substitution is why the gospel is so revolutionary. He did not merely give 
us a second chance, or another opportunity to get our life in order and stay right with 
God. !
He did all we needed to do, but are unable to do, because of sin. He paid the full 
requirement for sin, which means it would be unjust for God to make us pay for it too. 
Why? Because that means God would be getting two payments for the same sin, 
which is unjust! Jesus did all we should have done, in our place, so when we accept 
him through faith alone, we become absolutely free from penalty or condemnation.  !
Why God did it 
So, why did God do it? Grace. Not because of anything we have done, but “according 
to the will of our God and Father.” We did not ask for rescue, but God in his grace 
came to accomplish a rescue mission that we could never have done ourselves. 
Salvation in Christ is sheer grace. !
The Biblical gospel that Paul is defending here is clear. Salvation, from first to last, is 
God’s work. It is his calling, his plan, his action, his work. And so it is He who deserves 
all the glory. We will not be able to stand before God and say “LOOK WHAT I HAVE 
DONE!” No. Christ will be glorified for his work accomplished on our behalf.  !
We are far more wicked than we ever could imagine, but yet we are far more loved 
and accepted in Christ than we ever could hope. !
This simple message, the gospel of grace, is a precious thing. And it is precisely this 
message that the Galatian church leaders have been perverting, and the Galatian 
church members have been deserting. This is important because Paul says in verse 7 
that any change to this gospel means that it becomes no gospel at all.  !
Paul’s message is that we are “called… by the grace of Christ” (verse 6). God called us, 
we didn’t call him. And God accepts us because of what Christ has done for us, not any 
merit of our own. This is the correct order of the gospel. God accepts us, and then we 
follow him through faith alone. Other religious beliefs have it the other way around. We 
do something for God, and then he accepts us. Right? Is this not what you’ve heard 
your whole lives? Salvation is earned, not received? We do good works in order to be 
accepted by God? Is this not what religion teaches?  !
This is what was being taught in Galatia. It was faith plus works. And according to Paul 
in verse 7, this simple change was a complete subversion of the gospel. Literally, the 
word he chooses means a “reversal”. !
If you say “to be saved I need the grace of Christ plus something else” - you 
completely reverse the order of the gospel and make it null and void. This is why Paul 
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says in verse 6 and 7 that the false teachers are teaching a different gospel, which is no 
gospel at all. It is something else completely. !
So the question is, what gospel are you trusting in to save you? What message have 
you heard or believed? How do you think you can be right with God? There is no 
question more important than this.  !
To help you figure this out, I want you to think about this question for a minute. If you 
were to die right now, and stand before God, what would you say to him? If he were to 
ask you why he should let you into his presence forever, how would you respond?  !
I’ll tell you some of the most popular answers I’ve been given over the past few years 
of living in Salerno. Perhaps you can relate to some of them. !
- Because I’m a good person and I have faith 
- I’ve tried my best to follow the 10 commandments 
- I’ve been baptized or I’ve taken communion for cleansing of sin 
- I’m active in my church 
- All roads lead to God, so I just follow my conscience and live a good life 
- I’ve done my best to respect others 
- I’ve tried my hardest to live my faith in Jesus !
You know what these all have in common? It is faith plus something else. Faith plus 
religious activity. Faith plus good works. Faith plus respect for others. It’s as if we are 
trying to help Jesus to save us.  !
“Jesus, thanks for dying for me. But your death isn’t enough, so I’ll take it from here!” 
Nothing could be more offensive to him! Imagine I come home and my wife worked 
the whole day cleaning our house, and it was spotless. But rather than thanking her 
and enjoying our clean home, I grab a broom and spend the next week cleaning it up 
better. It’s a waste of time, and an offense to her hard work. !
Do you realize what Jesus went through to rescue us for our sin? Do you realize what 
it cost him? Are we so arrogant to think he needs our help? That the creator of the 
entire universe is not capable of saving us, so we step in to finish the job? That’s 
foolishness.  !
In fact, is so foolish that Paul says later in chapter 3 that if our salvation could be 
achieved through our good efforts, than Christ died for no reason. For those of you 
here depending on your good works to save you, will you stand before God the Father 
and tell him that he made his Son suffer and die for no reason?  !
There is no greater offense to God than to reject his free gift of salvation, and to 
render useless the cross of His Son. And when we come to him with our good efforts 
to save us, this is exactly what we are doing. !
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And here is why it matters. This is why Paul is so angry. To have a different gospel 
means that you are “deserting the one who called you” (verse 6). Literally, Paul means 
you are abandoning Jesus himself. Because a different gospel, he tells us, is no gospel 
at all.  !
It’s like a vacuum. Scientifically you cannot allow in some air and say that it is now 90% 
vacuum. It is either a complete vacuum or no vacuum at all. In the the same way, the 
message of the gospel is that you are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, in 
Christ’s work alone, or nothing else at all. As soon as you add anything to it, you have 
lost it completely.  !
The result? Paul tells us in verses 8 and 9 here that the result is condemnation. To alter 
the gospel is to play with eternal life and death. Paul tells us that even if an angel came 
through the roof right now telling us that salvation is through our good works, he 
should be condemned and kicked out of the room. If the apostle Paul himself came 
back from the dead and were standing here with us today, but was telling you to try 
harder and live better so that God will accept you, he should be condemned. There is 
no church or church leader that is exempt from this. We are all accountable to God 
and his word. And his word is clear. We are saved through faith in Christ alone. !
Now do you see why Paul is so severe in his letter? The stakes are high. We are talking 
about the eternal destiny of people’s souls. Paul’s severity is rooted in love. He loves 
the Lord, he loves the Lord’s Gospel, and he loves the Lord’s people.  !
So my prayer, as we continue to study this book together, is that we will learn to love 
the Lord’s gospel as Paul did. And as we grow in the Gospel, that God would use it to 
transform us together as a community of His people.  !!
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