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For the past few weeks we have been studying Paul’s letter to the church in 

Galatia. We have seen how Paul is writing to the church because there is a group 

of religious leaders who are trying to distort the gospel message that Paul 

preached to them. In order for the church to remain united, Paul went to Jerusalem 

to discuss the nature of the gospel with the other Apostles. As a result of this 

meeting, they were able to confirm the foundational message that makes us 

Christians. Paul, with the other apostles agreed that we are saved by grace alone, 
through faith alone, through the good works of Jesus alone. This is what sets us 

apart from other every other religion in the world. Every other religion would say 

that we are made pure and acceptable to God through following the law, or 

religious rules. But according to Paul, we are only made acceptable to God 

through faith. This is why other “gospels”, or other messages about salvation, need 

to be condemned according to Paul. They are taking the focus away from Jesus, 

and putting the focus on our ability to follow the rules.  !
Last week we learned that not only does the true gospel save us, but it should also 

transform the way that we live. As christians, we are called to walk in line with the 

gospel. The way that we live, and the way we treat other people, should be a 

reflection of the gospel itself. In this section of Galatians, Paul is giving us a deeper 

look at the theology behind his gospel. He wants to clarify the “why” of his gospel. 

He wants to give us a foundation of truth for us to stand on.  !
So as we read today’s text, let’s remember the context of who he is writing to. This 

is what Paul told Peter, when he realized that Peter wasn’t living in line with the 

gospel. This was Paul’s message to churches in Galatia, as he has seen them falling 

away from the simple truths of the gospel. And this is Paul’s message to us, so that 

we would believe in the true gospel of grace, and continue to walk in line with the 

gospel.  !
Read Galatians 2:14-21 !
So in response to Peter’s behavior, which wasn’t in line with the gospel message, 

Paul focuses on something very specific. Justification. The climax of his speech to 

Peter is in verse 16.  !
“we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and 
not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified.” vs 
16 !
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“Justified by faith” is a central truth in the Christian faith. It is how Paul 

summarized the gospel in a simple phrase. So let’s break this apart to better 

understand what he means. !
The argument with Peter (and the other religious leaders who were misleading the 

church in Galatia), was an argument about cleanliness. Jews did not eat with 

Gentiles because they were “unclean”. And you had to be “clean” in order to 

worship God. This is why Peter was not eating with gentiles, this is why the false 

teachers were asking Gentiles to get circumcised and follow the other Jewish laws. 

In their minds, it was the only way they could be made acceptable to worship God.  !
So Paul is reminding Peter of something that he already knew. We are made 

“clean” only through faith in Jesus, not by following the rules. So being “justified” is 

essentially the same thing as being “clean”. To be justified is to be made 

acceptable to worship God, and have fellowship with God. So why didn’t Paul just 

use the word “clean”, instead of “justified”? Because the world “justification” 

provides much more meaning.  !
Here in the Bible, “justification” is also a legal term. Paul was writing in Greek, not 

Italian. In Greek, the word has much more meaning than it does here. It is the 

opposite of being “condemned”. It means that you are no longer liable to pay the 

penalty for a crime. In the Italian courtroom, they would use the word “absolved”. If 

the judge declares that you are “justified”, that means that you are completely 

absolved from any accusation. Justifying someone is when a judge pronounces the 

opposite of condemnation. He is declaring full legal immunity. This means in 

Christ, even though we are sinners, we are not under condemnation. Through faith 
alone God fully forgives us, fully absolves us, and fully accepts us  - despite our 
sin and rebellion.  !
This is what Paul means to tell us in verse 16, “you are not justified (cleansed or 

absolved) by works of the law, but through faith in Jesus.” You are not saved 

through your good life, but through faith in Jesus. You are not made acceptable to 

God through religious obedience, but through faith in Jesus. God does not love 

you more because of your good works, he loves you fully and completely only 
because of your faith in Jesus. That is grace.  !
So what about the law?  !
Let me explain something important. If you do not have faith in Jesus, or if you are 

depending on the law to save you, than you are accountable to the law. The whole 
law. When you die, God will judge you according to the life you lived, based on his 

law as the standard. The Bible says that you remain under the law. The problem is, 
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the law is impossible to follow. This is why Paul tells us later in this letter that we 

are under a curse.  !
“For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed be 

everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do 

them” Galatians 3:10 !
The law’s demands are infinite and perfect, because God’s is infinite and perfect. 

Jesus told us the standard God has, if you intend to use the law to earn your 

salvation through obedience.  !
“You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” Matthew 5:28 !
That is God’s standard of living, if you want to use the law to save you. Are you 

perfect? Of course not, none of us are. But Jesus was. He perfectly obeyed the law 

on our behalf. Through his life, Jesus fulfilled the full requirement of the law, and 
through his death he payed the full penalty of our sin. In love, Jesus did it all for 

us. This is why Paul tells us in verse 19 and 20: !
“For through the law, I died to the law, so that I might live to God. I have been 

crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.” !
The law has no legal authority over us anymore. Through faith in Christ, we die to 

it’s demands. The demands of the law no longer have power over us, because 

Jesus did it all for us. Romans 6 tells us that we are no longer under the law, but 

instead we are under grace. !
So we see that the law was never meant to save us. The law was meant to bring us 

to faith.  !
“For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through 
the law comes knowledge of sin.” Romans 3:20 !
Through the law, we see our sin. Through the law, we see our inability to earn our 

way to God. Through the law, we see our need for a savior. Paul spent his whole 

life trying to perfectly follow the law in order to be acceptable to God. But through 

this, he realized that he couldn’t do it. Paul is saying: I would not have known what 
sin was except through the law. And I would not have known how incapable I was, 
except through the law. It was by trying to keep the whole law that Paul saw how 

badly he needed a savior.  !
“Through the law , I died to the law” he says. And next he tells us why. !

GIUSTIFICATO PER FEDE - GALATI 2:14-21



S A L E R N O

“So that I might live to God.” The point is, God saves us so that he can change us. 
Paul wants to make that clear. !
He knows how dangerous the idea of grace can be. If I’m totally set free from the 

penalty of sin, does that mean I can sin all I want? Or, as Paul puts it, “is Christ then 
a servant of sin?” Did he die for us in order to allow us to sin and live however we 
want? Paul’s response? “Certainly not!” Grace isn’t a license to sin, it is a power to 
change.  !
He died to rescue people who were living for themselves, and change us so that 

we can finally begin living for God! Paul is showing us that, even through you may 

be obeying God’s law, you might be doing it for the wrong reasons. Before we 

understand grace, we obey God’s law in order to get something from God, or be 

accepted by him. We do it for our own sake. But now, Paul says, because he knows 

he is already accepted by God through Christ, he can actually begin to live for God 

simply in order to please him. He can now live for God, and not for himself. !
Before, Paul was very moral and very good. But it was all for Paul, never for God. 

And every time we do something good, with the hope God will accept us more, we 

are doing the same thing. We are living for ourselves, and not for Him.  !
Instead, we need to live in line with the truths of the gospel, just as Paul told Peter. 

We seek to live for God, knowing that Christ’s life is my life. Christ’s death and 

payment for sin becomes my death and payment for sin. I am “in Christ”, which 

means that I am free from condemnation before God, as if I have already died and 

have been judged by him, as if I paid the debt myself. But instead, Jesus did it for 

me. And I am as loved by God as if I had lived the very same life that Christ lived. 

So when Paul says “it’s not I who live, but Christ”, it is a reminder that though we 

are infinitely sinful, in Christ we are declared infinitely righteous.  !
So Paul says, “the live I now live, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 

and gave himself for me.” The power for experiencing a transformed life comes 

from seeing ourselves as completely loved and accepted in Christ. It is only then 

that we receive the power to repent of our past and present sins, and joyfully obey 

the One who did it all for me. !
So here is Paul’s point is this. It’s all or nothing. Paul reminds us that the Christian 

life is about living in line with the gospel in every area of our lives, for the rest of 

our lives. As Christians, we live for God, not for ourselves. If we go on living for 

ourselves, trying to earn God’s acceptance, or ignoring God completely, the life 

and death of Jesus was meaningless. Paul puts it this way. !
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“I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness were through the law, then 

Christ died for no purpose” vs 21.  !
Christ will do everything for you, or nothing at all. You cannot combine grace and 

works. If we are justified through the law, than his death is meaningless. It 

accomplished nothing for us.  !
Imagine that your house was burning down, but your whole family had escaped 

and were safe. But I said to you, “let me show you how much I love you!” I then ran 

into the building and died. Certainly, you would think it was a tragic and pointless 

way to die. I accomplished nothing. But now imagine that your house was on fire 

but one of your children was still in there. This time I say, “let me show you how 

much I love you!” and I run into the flames and saved your child, but in the end I 

died. Surely you would think, “Look at how much that man loved us! What a 

sacrifice he made!” !
If we could save ourselves, Christ’s death was as meaningless as me running into a 

burning building to die. It means nothing. But if we realize that we cannot save 
ourselves, Christ’s death will mean everything to us. And we will spend the rest 

of our lives in joyful service to him, seeking to live our whole lives in line with the 

truths of the gospel of grace, for His glory and our good.  !
!
Per vedere tutti i sermoni, vai a nuovavitasalerno.com/sermoni 
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