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Gospel Unity 
Galatians 2:1-10 

!
Last week we entered into Paul’s story a bit. Paul shared who he is now, as a result 

of what God did to save him. He shared this with the church in Galatia in order to 

defend his identity as an apostle, to defend his message of the gospel, and so that 

they might give glory to God as a result of God’s magnificent grace that was given 

to a sinner like Paul. By sharing his story, Paul showed us that no one is so good 
(or religious) that they don’t need the grace of the gospel, nor so bad (or sinful) 
that they can’t receive the grace of the gospel. !
Paul is defining what he believes to be the only true message of salvation. That we 
are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, through the works of Jesus alone. 
And when you add anything to this message (rules and laws to follow, for 

example), you lose the entire message. It is no longer the gospel, and should be 

condemned. What Paul is doing is drawing a clear line. And he is doing this, 

because he received this message from Jesus himself, and he will not compromise. !
Today, Paul brings us along to a meeting he had in Jerusalem. It may not seem 

important to us to hear about a meeting that took place 2000 years ago. But, what 

was at stake in this meeting was the scope of the gospel message itself. If this 

meeting for Paul was unsuccessful, it would have had a drastic effect on what 

Christianity looked like for us today. So, let’s read what happened. 

            

READ Galatians 2:1-10 !
I need to do a little explaining to help us understand this better. Paul, in verse 16, 

tells us that God had set him apart from birth in order that he would preach Jesus 

to the Gentiles. So what is a Gentile? Simply, a gentile was someone who was not 

Jewish. In other words, it was someone who was not a part of the Hebrew tradition 

and faith. This is important because up until this point in the Bible story, God only 

existed in relationship with the Jewish people. However, this wasn’t because they 

were better than anybody else.  !
“The Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, 
out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. It was not because you 
were more in number than any other people that the Lord set his love on you 
and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but it is because the 
Lord loves you.” Deuteronomy 7:6-8 !

The entire earth was full of sin, and separated from it’s creator. But God, in his 

grace, chose to form a nation that would be his people. This nation became the 
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Jewish people. And up until this point in the Bible story, to have a relationship with 

God meant that you had to be, or become Jewish. But now, Paul is telling us that 

God saved him so that God’s blessing of salvation can extend to the Gentiles too. 

This was revolutionary, and some people were refusing to accept it.  !
This is why Paul’s message is being threatened. Gentiles were becoming followers 

of Jesus, but they were not following the laws and traditions of the Jewish people. 

For some of the Jewish leaders, this was bad. So in the church in Galatia, these 

leaders were requiring that all the new Gentile converts begin to follow the Jewish 

law. In their minds, this is the only way they could fully be made acceptable to 

God. The Gentiles only had Jesus, now they needed the law. You see? Jesus alone 
isn’t enough for them. It’s Jesus plus the law. This was the message that Paul 
was condemning. Paul knew that if things continued, it would cause an irreparable 

divide in the church. Two different messages, preaching two different gospels. 

They cannot exist together.  !
So Paul tells us in verse 2 that God, through a revelation, told him to go back to 

Jerusalem to meet with the church leaders, the apostles. Why? For fear that he had 

run the last 14 years in vain.  !
It’s not that Paul wanted to make sure he had the right message. Remember, he 

received this message directly from Jesus. And he’s so certain of it, that anybody 

preaching a different gospel should be condemned. Nothing was threatening 
Paul’s certainty. But, something was threatening his fruitfulness. !
If the other apostles did not confirm his message, and condemn the false teachers, 

it would be very difficult for him to continue working with these new Christians. 

These false teachers were telling the new Gentile christians that Paul’s gospel was 

inadequate and incomplete. If he could not confirm his gospel with the other 

apostles, he would be unable to continue shepherding these new churches in 

sound gospel teaching. He fears he would have been “running his race in 

vain” (verse 2).  !
So now we see the urgency for this meeting. On the one side you have Paul saying 

that the gospel is for all people of all cultures, and we are saved by grace alone, 
through faith alone. On the other hand, his opponents are saying that all new 
Christians must become culturally Jewish, and we are saved through faith plus 
obedience to the Jewish law. !
If the Jerusalem apostles decided to side with those who are teaching against Paul, 

this would have split the church in two. Neither side could ever fully accept the 

other, and they would even have to question if the others were truly saved! Paul 

needed to know if the Jerusalem leaders would accept the new Gentile Christians 
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without them having to become Jewish. And to do this, Paul brought Titus with 

him.  !
Titus was a Greek. A flesh and blood example of a Gentile Christian. Paul tells us in 

verse 4 that these false leaders were insisting that in order to be saved, Titus must 

trust Christ and live according to their traditions, which would have included 

circumcision. So Paul brings the Apostles a test case. Would they require him to 
become Jewish? Or more specifically, would they require that Titus gets 
circumcised? Paul tells us. !

“But even Titus, who was with me, was not forced to be circumcised, though he 
was a Greek” (verse 3) !

By God’s grace, the answer was no. The apostles affirmed there is one true gospel, 

that we are saved by grace alone through faith alone, and this gospel supersedes 

cultures, languages and people groups. Titus can remain distinctly Greek, and 
distinctly Christian. !
The implications of this decision are fundamental to our understanding of what the 

Christian faith is. According to these teachers, we need to make ourselves more 

clean and more acceptable to God through strict obedience to the laws. In other 

words, we only become clean according to our ability to follow the law good 

enough. You have all heard this before here in Italy. The church here has different 

steps to be made more clean. Baptism as an infant. First communion. The 

Sacraments. Confession. And it goes on. !
But according to the Bible, we are only made clean through faith in Christ. There 
is nothing we can do to make ourselves clean before a perfect and holy God. 
God’s standard isn’t “kind of clean,” its perfectly clean. This is why it has always 

needed to by God’s work, that we receive through faith. Look at what Paul says in 

another letter he wrote. !
“And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he 
has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you 
holy and blameless and above reproach before him.”  
Colossians 1:21-22 !

He says that it is through the death of Christ we are made holy and clean. So let 

me say this clearly. There is nothing you can do, NOTHING, that will ever make 
you clean before God. It is a condition that is given to us through faith, not a 

condition that we earn through obedience. This is why Paul, in this verse, doesn’t 

say that God just make us a little better. He says that God makes us holy and 

blameless. Without any spot of sin! So by accepting Titus (a Greek, who has never 
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obeyed any Jewish laws), the Jewish Apostles were illustrating this principle. That 
a person is only made spiritually clean through faith in Christ. Accepting Titus 

for who he is was a radical public statement of the implications of the gospel. !
So what is the outcome? Why is Paul telling us this? Unity, and Freedom. Let me 

explain.  !
First, because of this meeting, the church was able to maintain a unified 
message. Together, they could affirm that the message from the false teachers 

needed to be rejected. Together, the church can continue it’s mission to reach the 

whole world with the good news of Jesus. Different cultures, languages and people 

groups can all experience God’s gift of salvation through faith alone in Jesus. The 

other apostles affirmed Paul’s ongoing ministry to reach the Gentiles, just as Paul 

affirmed their ministry to continue to reach those of the Jewish tradition who have 

not yet believed in the gospel. The church can move on together in unity. !
Second, Paul is writing this so that we can experience freedom. Look at verse 4. 

The “false brothers” he says, “want to make us slaves,” and they are trying to take 

away the “freedom that we have in Christ”. Paul is saying that the true gospel gives 

us freedom, but the other “earn your salvation” message would lead people into 

slavery.  !
On one hand, the gospel leads to cultural freedom. Religion tends to make it’s 

members follow very specific rules and regulations. How to behave, how to dress, 

how to pray, how to worship, what you can eat, what you can’t eat, what you can 

say, who you can spend time with. It makes your faith much less about a personal 

relationship with God, and much more about how you act and behave in regards 

to your religious involvement. However, in the gospel, we are free to be 
ourselves. But the wonderful news is that the power of the gospel changes us to 
be a better version of ourselves. Sin slowly dies in us, and we begin to live a life 

that is more and more pleasing to God. !
On the other hand, the gospel leads to emotional freedom. Anyone who believes 

that our relationship with God is based on our ability to follow his law, will always 

feel a sense of guilt and insecurity. You can never truly enjoy God’s presence 

because you never fully know if he is pleased with you. This is why people typically 

experience shame when they enter church. Or why they are so afraid of dying. “Is 
God happy with me today? What if I wasn’t good enough? Will he accept me right 
now, for who I am?”  !
When we truly understand the gospel, when we understand grace, it changes 
everything. As Christians, we seek to please God by following his word. But we 

don’t do it in order to be accepted by him. We don’t obey because we are afraid or 
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insecure. We obey God in freedom and gratitude, knowing that we are already 
perfectly accepted through Christ. !
Unless your motivation for obeying God is gratitude for the grace you’ve received, 

you will be in slavery to religious duty. The true gospel brings unity, and freedom. 
The “other gospel” destroys both. It is only “in Christ Jesus” that we can enjoy the 

freedom of acceptance by God, regardless of our performance, and that we can 

enjoy unity with others regardless of our backgrounds and cultures. It was this 

unity and freedom that Paul’s gospel offered. And it was this unity and freedom 

that Paul went to defend in Jerusalem 2000 years ago.  !
So we must remain faithful to Paul’s gospel. The gospel of grace. It is my prayer, 

that our church would faithfully model and proclaim this gospel to the watching 

world around us. That Nuova Vita would be fully of people, from every culture, that 

are set free from the guilt of religion. Set free to enjoy a new, life-changing 
relationship with God through Jesus Christ. !!
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