
S A L E R N O

Living by faith or by Works? 
Galatians 3:1-14 !!
Today we begin the third chapter of Paul’s letter to the churches in Galatia. For the first 

two chapters, Paul was laying a firm foundation for his letter. That we are saved by grace 

alone, through faith alone, through the good works of Jesus alone. He is writing this to 

remind the churches of the gospel he preached to them, and to fight agains a growing 

group of religious leaders who were challenging that gospel. They were teaching that we 

are saved through faith, plus a good life. A message that the Italian people are very familiar 

with. But according to Paul, any message that teaches that we are saved by faith plus good 

works, is a message that needs to be condemned. If you want to learn more about this, 

because I know it is a strong claim, I would encourage you to listen to (or read) our 

previous sermons where we studied chapters 1 and 2. You can do that on our website, 

which is listed in your bulletin that you received.  !
Today, Paul is beginning to talk more about real life. He’s moving the conversation from 

“how can we be saved when we die” to “how do we live a new life now.” Here Paul is 
showing us now that the Gospel isn’t just the way to enter into God’s kingdom, but it is 
also the way that we walk every day as God’s people. We are not only saved by the 

gospel, we also grow and are transformed by the gospel. He is telling us here that we don’t 

begin by faith and then grow by good works. We never leave the gospel behind. This idea 

is so important, because God doesn’t save us and leave us how we are. As our loving father 

he saves us, and desires to transform us. So we will spend the next several weeks studying 

together what this means. My prayer for you, as Paul’s was for the church in Galatia, is that 

God would help us to see the gospel in such a way that it changes everything in us. That 

God’s grace would transform us into new people, who live for God’s glory. !
Let’s read Galatians 3:1-14 !
“O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes that Jesus Christ was 
publicly portrayed as crucified. Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works 
of the law or by hearing with faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you 
now being perfected by the flesh” 1-3 !
In verses 1-3 Paul starts by reminding them how they were converted from paganism. They 

were faithless Gentiles who received a message that was taught to them. And that 

message was that “Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified.” There was a message 

communicated them. Paul went to them preaching about Jesus. He wasn’t preaching 

religion. He wasn’t telling them how to live or what they should do. He told them how Jesus 

lived, and what Jesus did for them on the cross.  !
Paul’s passion was to show them Jesus. To paint a picture for them of the beauty of the 

cross. The help them see the magnitude of Jesus’s work for them. And the Spirit of God 

moved them to listen, and believe. That was the result. Paul says that they were saved, and 
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then received the Spirit, through “hearing with faith.” Literally in the original Greek 

language it means they “believed in what they heard.”  !
He’s reminding them of the message they first believed. That we are saved through Jesus, 

by faith alone. But to believe the gospel is not merely to mentally accept facts about Jesus. 

He lived, he died, he rose… for example. It is to believe in the implications of his life and 

death. That we cannot attain salvation through following the law. We are saved by 
grace. !
Paul tells us verse 3 that our problem is that we try to be “perfected by the flesh”. He uses 

the word “epi-teleo”, which means “completion” or to “make whole”. He is describing the 

natural way we all live. By nature we seek to complete ourselves, to make ourselves whole 

by trusting our good efforts, our moral standards, our relational achievements. But Paul 

says that believing the gospel means that you need to stop trying to make yourself whole 

in that way. We stop “observing the law” as a way of perfecting ourselves.  !
Before we become Christians, we trust in lots of different things to give us a sense of 

completeness and wholeness. But now we believe that we are only made complete in 

Christ. He fills the gaps that we could never fill. We no longer trust in our good efforts. 

Neither for our salvation or for our growth and wholeness.  !
And the result of having this kind of faith, Paul says, is that the Galatians “received the 

Spirit” (vs 2). The Holy Spirit enters a life through belief in salvation by grace alone, through 

Christ alone. This is what Giuseppe talked about a few weeks ago. It is a new birth. Through 
faith, God gives us new hearts, new desires, and a new power to live for God. And they 

had this in Galatia. But something changed. !
“Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? 
Did you suffer so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain? Does he who supplies the 
Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by works of the law, or by hearing with 
faith?” 3-5 !
They had believed what they heard, they had received the Spirit, but now Paul says they 

are “foolish” and “bewitched”. What has gone wrong?  !
He tells us in verse 3. They moved past the gospel. He is telling them that the way the 

Spirit enters your life should be the same way that the Spirit advances in your life. But Paul 

says that they were now trusting in their flesh, or their ability to obey the law. In other 

words, they were failing to remember and live by the gospel.  !
This is the natural direction of all of our hearts. !
As Christians, we typically think that we are saved by believing the gospel, but then we 

think that we grow by applying Biblical principles to our lives. But Paul is telling us here 

that we are not just saved by the gospel, but we grown by applying the truths of the 

gospel to everyday life. The Spirit works in our lives and changes us as we rely less on 
ourselves and our good works, and as we continuously rest in Christ alone for our 
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acceptance and completeness. Simply put, the Spirit works as you apply and use the 

gospel, not the law. !
Let me explain how. !
Proverbs 4:23 
“Keep your heart with all vigilance, 
for from it flow the springs of life.”  !
In other words, everything we do in life in some way flows out of our heart. It is the core of 

who we are. So when we try to modify our behavior by following rules, or principles, we 

aren’t dealing with the root problem. Following rules or principles does not ultimately 
change who we are. It doesn’t change our nature. !
So growing in our faith, and living a new life for God, cannot happen by simply trying 

harder. Trying harder is simply relying on ourselves and our own efforts. Instead, we need 
to realize that the root of all our disobedience and sin is our hearts desire to control our 
own lives. To be our own God. We naturally trust in our own strength to change ourselves, 

and not in the gospel’s power to change us.  !
The way to grow as a Christian is to continually repent (GL ravvedere, non pentire) of our 

old way of thinking, and continue to believe in Christ’s work on our behalf. It’s the same 

way we are saved. Repentance and faith. We stop trusting in ourselves, and continually 

trust in Christ. We go back again and again to the gospel of Jesus crucified, so that our 

hearts are more deeply impressed by the reality of what he did for us, and who we are in 

him. As we remember Christ crucified for us, the Spirit will work in us, and the root of sin 
in our hearts will wither and die. !
“Just as Abraham “believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”? Know then 
that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. And the Scripture, foreseeing that God 
would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In 
you shall all the nations be blessed.” So then, those who are of faith are blessed along with 
Abraham, the man of faith” vs. 6-9 !
Next Paul wants us to consider Abraham. Paul is doing this to help us see even more 

deeply into the beauty of the Gospel message. It may seem like a strange connection, to 

look to an Old Testament character, but it is actually very intentional. Abraham is 

considered the father of the Jewish faith. Paul is using Abraham as a witness against the 

Jewish leaders who are distorting the gospel. He is showing the Galatians how even 

Abraham can help them realize they have been “bewitched” by these Jewish teachers. It’s 

as if he’s showing them that even the father and founder of the Jewish faith would agree 

with him. !
So he reminds us that Abraham was considered righteous by God, through faith alone. He 

is quoting from Genesis 15, which helps us understand even more about the implications of 

the gospel. The Greek word Paul uses literally means “to be given a status that was yours 

before.” He is showing us that Abraham’s faith was counted towards him as righteousness. 
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God is treating Abraham as if he were living a perfectly righteous life. In other words, 

God is taking Abrahams faith, and exchanging it for righteousness. Paul is reminding them 
that we are loved and accepted by God while we are still sinful and imperfect. You don’t 

have to clean up your life in order to be counted righteous by God. Rather, righteousness is 

something your receive through faith, even though you are a sinner. !
But he makes an important distinction about faith. He doesn’t say that Abraham believed in 

God, He said that Abraham believed God. Meaning, he believed what God told him. He 

believed God’s promises to be true. Believing in God, or that God exists, isn’t enough to 

save you. What matters is whether or not you believe and trust what God has actually said 

and promised about salvation. Does that make sense? !
You can’t believe God without believing in God. But you can believe in God, without 

believing God. (Sorry GL, is this confusing?!). In other words, just believing that God exists 

is not enough to save you, and that is not what saving faith is. Saving faith is believing that 

God exist, and trusting that what he says is true. Namely, trusting in the Bible’s message of 

salvation through faith in Christ. !
So according to Paul, faith (like Abraham’s) brings salvation and blessing. But living by the 

law brings means we are “under a curse”. !
“For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed be 
everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do them.” vs. 
10 !
If you want to rely on the law to save you, than you have to obey the whole law. To love 

God wholly, than you would have to obey the law wholly. To be blessed by God instead of 

cursed by God, you would have to satisfy every command of the law. And that cannot be 
done. Which is why we are cursed through the law. Not to mention, you will never truly 

experience peace. Salvation through the law means you will experience a constant sense of 

guilt, shame and insecurity. You’ll never know if you’re good enough.  !
So what hope do we have? How can we escape the curse and enjoy God’s blessing? Of 

course, Paul reminds us, it is all because of what Jesus did. !
“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, 
“Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”— so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of 
Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit through 
faith.” vs. 13-14 !
Jesus rescues us from the curse and brings us under God’s blessing by taking our place. By 

“becoming a curse for us.” The word “for” here means “on behalf of” or “in the place of”. 

Jesus was our substitute. And as he took our place there was an double exchange. !
1 - Jesus takes our sin and our curse 
2 - We are given his blessing, righteousness, and Spirit !
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“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God” 2 Corinthians 5:21 !
Jesus was treated as if He were a sinner. Legally speaking, he became sin. !
Why is this so important to realize? Because it shows the stunning claim about what 

happens to us when we believe in the gospel. If Jesus became sin for us, in our place, then 

we have become perfectly righteous in the same way. If by taking our curse, God viewed 

Jesus as a sinner, then that means that God views us as if we are perfectly righteous and 

flawless and without any sin. !
Salvation means so much more than forgiveness. We do not simply have our slate wiped 

clean. We also become perfect in God’s sight. And we stay perfect in God’s sight. We do 

not begin by trusting solely in Christ’s sacrifice, and then move on by human effort, as 

though we now earn God’s ongoing blessing. Paul says that’s foolish! We go on as we 

began, having our hearts molded and transformed by knowing and trusting in the crucified 

savior. We never move past the gospel. We are transformed by growning deeper in the 
gospel.  !!!
Per vedere tutti i sermoni, vai a nuovavitasalerno.com/sermoni 

  

DOCUMENT TITLE



!
RIUNIONE DOMENICALE 

ORE 11:00 (TUTTE LE DOMENICHE) !
VIA ROMA, 216 (King’s Cross Irish Pub) 

84121, SALERNO !
INFO@NUOVAVITASALERNO.COM 

C / NUOVAVITASALERNO.COM

NUOVA VITA, SALERNO 
NUOVAVITASALERNO.COM 


