
S A L E R N O

The Law in the life of a Christian 
Galatians 3:15-25 !!
Over the past 6 weeks we have been studying the book of Galatians to understand the true 
nature of the Gospel. The author, Saint Paul, has been reminding us over and over again 
that we are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, by the works of Christ alone. There 
is nothing that we can do to earn our salvation, or earn acceptance from God. By nature 
we are sinners. Rebels against God’s law. Criminals in God’s kingdom. But we have hope. 
Because through Jesus, everything changes. !
Jesus did not come to earth to be a great teacher and a moral example to follow. Sure, he 
was both of those things. But it’s not why he came. He came to be a rescuer. And he did 
this by becoming our substitute. On the cross, two wonderful things happened. A great 
exchange. First, he took the full penalty of sin that we deserve, and was punished for it. 
Second, he gave us his full righteousness so that God would no longer view us as sinners, 
but as holy and righteous. This is the good news of the gospel. A complete substitution 
occurred on the cross, and we experience this through faith alone. !
But what does this mean now? If we are set free from sin through the cross, does this mean 
we can sin as much as we want? If we do not achieve salvation through following the law, 
does this mean we can throw the law away? This will be the focus of our study today. Paul, 
in this next section of his letter, takes us deeper into the law. He tells us first what it does 
not do, and was never intended to do. And then he tells us the real purpose of the law, and 
what it means for us now that we are Christians. In other words, now that we are Christians, 
what is our relationship to God’s law look like?  !
As we read today’s text, keep in mind that it may be a little confusing. Paul is speaking very 
specifically about a very difficult subject. A subject that many have misunderstood for 
thousands of years. We must keep in mind that with all of God’s word, there is only one 
true interpretation. God is not a God of confusion, and he does not change his mind. There 
is one truth, and it is our job as his people to work hard to understand what that truth is. 
And today, it is my job as your pastor to try and help each one of us make sense of this 
difficult text of scripture so that we can better understand what it truly means. So as we 
read, keep in mind that I will try to explain everything as simply as possible.  !
READ Galatians 3:15-25 !
First let me preface what Paul is trying to clear up. Paul has been telling them that we have 
always been saved by grace alone, through faith alone. Last week we saw how Paul used 
the example of Abraham, who was the patriarch of the Jewish nation. If Abraham was 
saved by faith alone, Paul argues, would we not be saved that way too?  !
But, those that oppose him might say “sure, Abraham was saved by believing in God’s 
promise, but later God gave them the law to follow. The law came after the promise, 
therefore we are now saved by faith and the law, and no longer by faith alone.”  !
So, to help us understand this better, Paul gives us a real life example. He points out how a 
human contract is binding, and nearly impossible to change. The word he uses is “diatheke” 
which translated literally means a “covenant”, or another word for a “legal will.” This is a 
great example, because once a will is legally made, it is binding no mater what changes 
may occur. For example, if a dying widow leaves all of her wealth to her poor daughter, 
and leaves nothing to her rich son, that legal document is binding even if the rich son loses 
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all of his wealth the day after the mother dies. The “will” remains the same despite the new 
conditions in the family.  !
“Sure,” Paul says, “the law came 430 years after the promise, but that doesn’t change a 
thing!” Look at verse 17. Paul says, “This is what I am trying to say: The agreement God 
made with Abraham could not be canceled 430 years later when God gave the law to 
Moses. God would be breaking his promise” (3:17). !
God had promised Abraham that he would save him, and bless him, because of grace. And 
Abraham believed God’s promised and was saved. How can the coming of a law change 
the very nature of God’s promise? It can’t. If the law given to Moses was given as a way of 
salvation, then it means that God had changed his mind and turned his back on His 
promise. But the story of God’s promise to Abraham tells us why this is impossible.  !
Let’s look at Genesis 15 to understand more about this promise. Just after Abraham 
believed God’s promised he asked this very simple question. !
But he said, “O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” Genesis 15:8 !
“How can I know?” Abraham exclaims! “I’m entrusting my entire life to you, how can I be 
sure!?” This is what God tells him. !
“He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram 
three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” And he brought him all these, cut them 
in half, and laid each half over against the other.” Genesis 15:9-10 !
This may seem strange to us, but it Abraham’s time this was how a covenant was signed. 
They would take the animals, cut them in half, and create an isle between them. Then, each 
covenant maker would walk through the animals. It was a very graphic way of saying “If I 
break this agreement, may I be cut up. I will deserve to die just like this animals did!” God 
didn’t just make a promise to Abraham, He sealed it with a covenant.  !
The incredible thing is, Abraham never passed through, only God did! This was the day that 
God made a covenant with Abraham. It was his promise alone because it was his work 
alone. And God would die before he broke it.  !
But in the end He did die! But not because he broke the covenant. God died in order to 
keep the covenant. Because he loves us so much, God the son died on the cross in order to 
make it possible for us to receive the promise of salvation. It is by grace we are saved, 
through faith, and according to God’s promise. !
Paul is continually turning our ears away from false messages of salvation by works, and 
back to the sweet message of grace. He is pulling our hearts away from trusting in our own 
performance, and back to knowing that we are fully accepted through Christ’s 
performance alone. He is continuing to drag our eyes away from ourselves and back to the 
cross of Christ. !
So, what about the law? What does it mean for us now? Paul tells us in verse 19. !
“Why, then, was the law given? It was given alongside the promise to show people their 
sins” 3:19 !
It was given because of sin, until Christ came. The law did not come to tell us about 
salvation, but about sin. It’s main purpose is to show us our problem. That we are law-
breakers. Criminals. And it proves to us that we are not the solution, since we cannot keep 
the law perfectly. We already saw this when we looked at chapter 2. But here, Paul takes 
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this idea deeper. He says that the law was never intended to give life, rather “the law has 
locked up, or imprisoned the whole world under sin.” !
That is what the law does. It shows us our sin, and locks us up in prison. It shows us that we 
are not just sinners, but we are prisoners of sin and helpless to free ourselves. It shows us 
that we do not just fall short of God’s demands, but that we are completely under sins 
power and authority. It shows us that we need to be rescued. The law has the power to 
show us that we are not righteous, but it does not have the power to actually make us 
righteous. !
In summary, Paul tells us in verse 22 that “the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so 
that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.” The law 
does its work to drive us to repentance (ravvedimento) and faith. It shows us our need to 
be rescued. The law, therefore, does not oppose the promise (as Paul tells us in verse 21). In 
fact, the law supports the promise of salvation by grace alone, by showing us our need of 
it. Next Paul tells us how. !
Look at verses 23 and 24. Paul uses two metaphors to describe how the law works in our 
lives.  !
First, he tells us the law is like a guard.  !
“Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming 
faith would be revealed” 3:23  !
The greek words here literally mean that we are “held prisoners” or “locked up,” which 
mean to be watched by a military guard.  !
Second, he tells us the law is like a tutor.  !
“the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith” 
3:24 !
The law is our supervisor. In the homes in Paul’s day, the tutor (or guardian) was usually a 
slave who supervised the children on the parent’s behalf. They were in authority over the 
child on behalf of the parents. In both of these metaphors, the guard and the tutor remove 
our freedom. In both cases our relationship with the law is not intimate or personal. !
So here’s how the law works in our lives. First the law imprisons us, then it drives us to 
Christ. Our inability to follow God’s law locks us up and condemns us. It shows us our sin, 
and who we really are. But then the law comes in like a tutor, raising us up and showing us 
the way we should go. Not the way of works, but it shows us the way to faith, “in order 
that” Paul says, “we might be justified by faith.” It shows us we need salvation by grace. !
A British pastor, John Stott, said this: !
“After God gave the promise to Abraham, He gave the law to Moses. Why? He had to make 
things worse before he could make them better. The law exposed sin, provoked sin, 
condemned sin. The purpose of the law was to lift the lid off man’s respectability and 
disclose what he really is underneath - sinful, rebellious, guilty, under the judgement of God 
and helpless to save himself. !
And the law must still be allowed to do it’s God-given duty today. We must never bypass 
the law and come straight to the gospel. No man has ever appreciated the gospel until the 
law has revealed who he truly is. It is only against the blackness of the night sky that the 
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stars begin to appear, and it is only agains the dark background of sin and judgment that 
the gospel shines forth.”  !
So the law imprisons us until faith comes. And once faith comes, and we allow Christ to be 
our savior, we have learned the lesson the law sought to teach us as our tutor. !
Now, If you don’t believe in the gospel; in the message that Jesus is God, that he was born 
of a virgin, that he lived a perfect life, that he died for your sins, that he rose from the dead, 
and that you are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, apart from any good works… if 
don’t you believe in that gospel, than you remain in your sin, you remain imprisoned by the 
law, and you are only waiting to experience judgement and condemnation from God 
forever.  !
But if you do believe in that message, than everything changes. We no longer relate to God 
and his law as prisoners and slaves. We relate to God as his children. We are adopted into 
his family, and we now have a new motivation to obey God. The gospel means we no 
longer obey the law out of fear of condemnation, or hope that it might save us. We obey 
God’s word because our hearts are filled with gratitude, and we desire to please God and 
be like our Savior. !
We obey God’s word because, as his children, we trust that it will bring blessing. We obey 
God’s word because we know it pleases our Father. We obey God’s word, knowing that we 
are already fully accepted in Christ, and there is nothing we can to do earn more of his 
love. We obey God’s word because we have freely received God’s grace. That is true 
liberty. And true liberty does not mean we are free to live however we want to live. It 
means we now have the motivation and power to live how we ought to live. !
So law and grace work together in Christian salvation. Many people want a sense of joy and 
acceptance but they will not admit the severity of their sin. They will not listen to the law’s 
painful analysis of our lives and hearts. But unless we see how helpless and sinful we are, 
the message of salvation will not truly be liberating. Unless we know how bad our debt is, 
we cannot have any idea of how great Christ’s payment was. If we think that we are not all 
that bad, the idea of grace will never change us. !
The law shows us who we really are. And so the law points us to see Christ as he really is: 
our Savior, the One who obeyed the law on our behalf and then died in our place so that 
we might receive the promised blessing of salvation. The law allows us to love Jesus, and 
enables us to show our love through grateful obedience to Him. !
Per vedere tutti i sermoni, vai a nuovavitasalerno.com/sermoni 
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